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Day, night or weekends, if you’ve got a
problem with your drains, just call us first!
If the problem is in our portion of the sewer
line, we can save you the cost of a plumber.
However, if the problem is inside your house or within
your portion of the lateral line, a call to the plumber will still be
necessary. When you call, our answering service will take your
name, address and telephone number and a District crewmember
will call you back or be on your doorstep in 30 minutes. Our
services are free of charge and could save you a plumber’s fee.

P�������

Jill Techel, Chair • Ryan Gregory, Vice Chair • Peter Mott, Director • David Graves, Director • Mary Luros, Director

Turning Waste Into Resources

The digester at NapaSan, one of the “mysterious Napa structures” featured in a Napa Register article this summer, turns sludge from the
wastewater stream into nutrient-rich biosolids. The digester is anaerobic meaning it is an oxygen-free environment. Inside the digester, over
a million gallons of sludge is being broken down, or digested, by bacteria. Think of the digester as a giant, egg-shaped stomach built to clean
the sludge from wastewater. The digestion process kills disease-causing organisms and results in biosolids: a nutrient-rich material that can
be used as a fertilizer. The term biosolids is a bit misleading since the solids are still roughly
New
97% water when they leave the digester. In order to make the biosolids easier to handle, a A
polymer is added and the solids are sent through presses to squeeze out excess water. NapaSan
produces an average of 1,200 dry tons of biosolids every year!

We Do Sewers, Not Garbage!
The Napa Sanitation District provides sewer service
for our customers. For garbage collection and
recycling service, call Napa Recycling & Waste
Services at 707-255-5200.

Drug and Sharps Takeback Day
Do you have unused or expired medications to dispose of? Do you have sharps that you don’t know what to do with?
Bring them to this FREE and anonymous takeback event!

Saturday, October 28, 2017
10 am to 2pm
Kaiser Permanente Medical Offices
3285 Claremont Way • South Parking Lot
and

Napa Sheriff’s Office
1535 Airport Blvd
Controlled substances, capsules, liquids, tablets, and inhalers are all accepted. Please place drugs in a plastic or
paper bag for destruction.
Residential sharps are accepted, but must be in a puncture resistant container.
Can’t make this event? For year-round local drug takeback locations, visit www.naparecycling.com/medicine.
Sponsored by: City of Napa, Kaiser Permanente, Napa Sheriff’s Department, NapaSan, and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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Once the digestion and thickening processes are done, the biosolids are trucked to NapaSan
ranchland and applied to the fields as a fertilizer. Farmers then grow feed for livestock in the
rich soil created by the biosolids. NapaSan is lucky to be able to utilize the biosolids received
at the treatment plant instead of having to haul them to a
landfill. What would have been a waste product is instead
NapaSan produces
turned into a valuable resource.

an average of 650
million gallons of
recycled water and
1,200 dry tons of
biosolids each year!

In addition to beneficially reusing the biosolids, NapaSan is
able to capture the methane produced by the bacteria in
the digester and turn it into electricity using a cogeneration
engine. The methane captured in the digester provides about
40% of the energy needed to power the wastewater treatment
plant.

Creating high quality recycled water is another important part of NapaSan’s resource recovery
efforts. Recycled water is wastewater that has been highly treated and disinfected to provide
a safe, drought-resistant water supply that reduces the pressure on groundwater and potable
water sources. NapaSan’s recycled water meets the stringent water quality guidelines set
by the California Department of Public Health. On average, NapaSan produces 650 million
gallons of recycled water each year. This water is used for irrigation of commercial landscape,
vineyard, golf courses, parks, and schools. The water is primarily used by customers along Highway 221 or sent to users in the MillikenSarco-Tulocay (MST) and Carneros regions of Napa via the two recycled water pipelines that were completed at the end of 2015.
By the end of October, construction of a 1.4-mile extension to the 5-mile MST recycled water pipeline will be completed. The project is
being constructed through a partnership between NapaSan, Napa County, and property owners that have joined the specially formed MST
Community Facilities District (CFD) to fund the project. The pipeline extension will provide recycled water for turf irrigation at the Silverado
Middle School, Tulocay Cemetery, and vineyard parcels along Coombsville Road. The pipeline extension will contribute to reduced demand
for groundwater and save potable water from being used for irrigation.
NapaSan will continue to increase resource recovery efforts, and keep turning waste into valuable resources!
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Take a Tour!

Want to learn more
about how NapaSan
turns “wastewater”
into valuable resources?
School and community
groups can schedule
a tour by calling 707258-6000. Community
members can also join
our Third Thursday Tour
at 2pm on the third
Thursday of every month!

Find us on
Facebook!

Like our page so you
can keep up with our
latest projects and
events!

Search for
@napasanitation
to find our page!
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Avoid the Holiday FOG Clog!

Garbage Disposals and Food Scraps

With the holidays quickly approaching, it is more
important than ever to remember that fats, oils, and
grease (FOG) should never be put down the drain.
When FOG is dumped down the drain, it hardens and
builds up inside sewer pipes. This buildup of FOG causes
clogged sewer lines, leading to sewage overflows that
contaminate our homes, streets and creeks. Helping to
prevent sewer overflows and back-ups is easy. Just follow
the simple tips listed here:

Is your garbage disposal the best place to put food scraps? A
garbage disposal is not meant to handle large quantities of food.
When food is sent down the disposal into the sewer, it requires
additional water to flush the food down the drain line. Putting
food scraps in the compost pail saves that water that would have
been used to flush food down the drain.
Composting your food scraps not only saves water, but it can also
save money. Less water use equates to a lower water bill, and less
food waste in the wastewater stream can lead to lower wastewater
treatment costs.

• Never pour fats, oil, or grease down the drain.
• Don’t put fatty food scraps down the garbage disposal.

Soiled paper, bones, seafood
shells, fruit and vegetable material, meats, and any fatty or
oily food scraps should never be put down the drain, but can
definitely be placed in your compost pail. Any food scraps
containing fats, oils, and grease (FOG) can cause sewer blockages
leading to spills and overflows, which are harmful to the
environment and public health. (See the article on the lefthand
page for more information.) So, give the sewers a break and
compost your food scraps instead!

• Collect fats and grease in a compostable container and throw it in your brown compost cart.
• Use Napa’s RECYCLE MORE program to get rid of your used cooking oil. Contact Napa Recycling
at www.naparecycling.com or call 707-255-5200 to be provided with a 1-gallon can to store used
cooking oil. The RECYCLE MORE program will pick up the used oil by appointment and replace the
can with another empty can. The collected oil will be turned into biodiesel.
• Take used cooking oil (fat & grease can go too) to the Hazardous Waste Collection Facility or
Devlin Road Reuse & Recycle Center. This service is FREE.
• Dry wipe pots and pans containing grease with paper towels before washing.
• Scrape food scraps into the compost pail.

Napa San By the Numbers

No Wipes in the Pipes!

648 Million

These days, it seems like there is a disposable wipe for
everything- cleaning your home, personal hygiene, baby care,
and more. Disposable wipes are convenient, but there can be
serious consequences if they aren’t disposed of properly.

The number of gallons of
recycled water produced in
2016!

So, what should you do with a disposable wipe once you have
used it? Unlike toilet paper, which is engineered to dissolve
quickly in water, disposable wipes are made of woven materials
that do not typically break down in the sewer system. So, even when wipes claim to be flushable,
it is best to dispose of them in the trash. These sturdy wipes can clog sewer pipes and get stuck in
equipment on the way to the wastewater treatment plant and at the plant itself. Wipes can also
combine with other materials in the sewer to create large, costly sewer back-ups that can harm public
health and the environment.
A mass of wet wipes, fat, grease, and other materials, affectionately known as a “fatberg” was
discovered in the sewers beneath London in early September 2017. The fatberg measured
approximately 820 feet in length, and weighed 145 tons. The
company removing the fatberg estimated it would take three
weeks of work using high-powered hoses to break apart and
truck away the pieces of the fatberg.

The London fatberg weighs 145 tons,
which roughly equals the weight of 18
African elephants.

What can you do to prevent these sewer clogs? Avoid
disposable wipes if possible: it’s cheaper and environmentally
friendly to use reusable rags or cloths to clean your home. If
it makes sense to use a disposable wipe, throw it in the trash,
not the toilet. And always remember that the compost bin or
the trash can are the places to dispose of FOG- never down the
drain!

7.73 Million

Average gallons of wastewater
treated every day. This is
equal to 12 Olympic-sized
swimming pools!

270 Miles

Miles of sewer mains in
our system. This equals the
distance from Napa to San
Luis Obispo!

2.82 Billion

The average number of gallons
of wastewater that NapaSan
receives and treats each
year!

Stay In Touch!
Find out about NapaSan events, projects, and any other announcements by
joining our email list!
Visit www.napasan.com to sign up!
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No Drugs
Down the
Drain!
Do you have unused or
expired medication and
you’re not sure how to
dispose of it safely? It is
never safe to flush your
medication, and it is best
to keep medication out of
the trash as well!
So what
can you
do with
unwanted
medication?
Bring your
prescription and over
the counter drugs to
the sites below for free.
You can also take part in
the drug takeback event
listed on the back of this
newsletter.
Family Drug
1805 Old Sonoma Rd,
Napa
224-7807
Medications only
Controlled substances
accepted
Household Hazardous
Waste Facility
889A Devlin Rd,
American Canyon
258-9018
Every Friday & Saturday,
9am-4pm
Medications and sharps
accepted
No controlled substances
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