Curious about wastewater treatment?
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Join us for Napa Sanitation District’s

open

HOUSE

when:

Saturday, October 6, 2012

time:

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

where: Soscol Water Recycling Facility
1515 Soscol Ferry Road, Napa

Treatment Plant Tours  Fun for Kids  Large Equipment Demos
Visit the Water Quality Lab  Bird Watching  Free Refreshments

Bring your mercury thermometer and
exchange it for a FREE digital thermometer!

Sewer Service... Not Garbage!
The Napa Sanitation District provides sewer service for our customers, but for garbage collection service or questions you need to call Napa Recycling & Waste Services at 707-255-5200.
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Taking the “Waste” Out
of Wastewater

W

astewater is a misleading word. At Napa Sanitation District’s
Soscol Water Recycling Facility, wastewater is recycled during
the dry season and used to irrigate golf courses, parks, landscaping and vineyards. The solids pulled out of the wastewater are treated and
used as a soil conditioner. No waste there! And now the District is adding
another resource recovery success story to the list: boosting the natural
gas created in the wastewater treatment process. This gas can then be
used to generate additional electricity to run the treatment plant.
Methane gas is a natural by-product of wastewater treatment. Solids that
are separated from the wastewater are treated in a large tank called a
digester, where specialized bacteria break down the solids. Gas production is part of this digestion process. Currently, the District captures the
gas generated in the digester and uses it to run a generator. The generator
typically produces about 25% of the electricity used at the plant.
This is great news, which made District engineers wonder: how can we produce even more? It turns out that the answer is grease. Each month, thousands of gallons of fat, oils and grease (FOG) are hauled away from local
food service facilities. Beginning in August 2012, that waste can be hauled
to the Soscol Water Recycling Facility, where it is pumped directly into the
digester from a grease receiving station. The FOG provides high-energy
food for the digester bacteria, bumping up gas production that allows the
District to produce more electricity.
This increased energy production could cut the District’s $750,000 annual
energy bill by $100,000 to $200,000. Besides that cost savings, the District

A truck unloads a tank full of fat, oils and grease (FOG) at the Napa Sanitation
District’s new FOG receiving station. The FOG will help the District generate
more of the energy it uses for wastewater treatment.

will generate income by charging a tipping fee to FOG haulers.
The grease receiving station can accept over 200,000 gallons each
month. Revenue generated by this service will be used to offset
other costs and help keep rates down for District sewer customers.
The benefits of this program ripple out beyond the Napa Sanitation
District and its customers. Before the District opened its grease receiving
station, haulers had to take FOG loads all the way to Oakland for disposal. A more convenient disposal location in Napa means fewer trucks
on the road and reduced carbon dioxide emissions. 

Birds of the NSD Treatment Ponds

Day, night or weekends, if you’ve got a
problem with your drains, just call us first! If
the problem is in our portion of the sewer
line, we can save you the cost of a plumber.
However, if the problem is inside your house
or within your portion of the lateral line, a
call to the plumber will still be necessary.
When you call, our answering service will
take your name, address and
telephone number and an NSD
crewmember will call you back
or be on your doorstep in 30
minutes. Our services are free
of charge and could save
you a plumber’s fee.

ext. 9

I

t’s early morning and the pond’s surface is not yet etched by wind. As a truck
drives slowly by on the levee road, a flock of ducks lifts into the air, followed by
two egrets. The call of a red-shouldered hawk rings out from overhead.
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258-6000
Collections Department

This sounds like a scene from a nature preserve, but it’s a common occurrence
at Napa Sanitation District’s wastewater treatment ponds. These ponds are very
popular with both resident and migrating birds, as well as the people who like to
watch those birds.

Call Us First!

NSD’s ponds are there to provide an extra layer of protection for the Napa River.
During big storms, the amount of wastewater entering the District’s treatment
plant can exceed the plant’s capacity. When that happens, rather than risking an
overflow to the river, the District sends some of the wastewater directly to the
treatment ponds.

Napa Sanitation District
935 Hartle Court
Napa, CA 94559
Great Blue Heron

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

Continued on page 2
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As we go into
the rainy season,
don’t forget to...

Disconnect
Your
Downspouts!
Draining your roof to
the sanitary sewer may
solve drainage problems on your property,
but it can overload the
sewer pipes AND it’s
illegal!
To avoid unhealthy
sewer overflows, make
sure your downspouts
are draining to your
yard or the gutter,
never to the sewer.
This applies to sump
pumps too!
Not sure if your downspouts are connected
to the sewer? Call NSD
at 258-6000 and we’ll
check it free of charge.

Visit
the
NSD
website

N

Recycled Water On the Move

apa Sanitation District is in the process of
increasing recycled water production at the
Soscol Water Recycling Facility. Recycled water
is wastewater that is treated to such a high level
that it can be reused for irrigation of golf courses,
parks, landscaping and crops.

area. Property owners in that area will vote this
fall on forming a Community Facilities District that
can raise the funds to construct the pipeline north
from Skyline Park. Once constructed, that pipeline
will carry 500 to 1,000 acre feet per year of recycled water to the MST area to irrigate vineyards, a
golf course and residential properties. 

As well as adding recycled water capacity, the
District is adding new recycled water customers to use the water. Here’s what’s on tap for
expanded use of recycled water in Napa.
Napa Valley Corporate Park: Work is currently
underway to install a mainline along Kaiser Road
to deliver recycled water to the northern portion
of Napa Valley Corporate Park. This will allow
park tenants to transition from the use City of
Napa potable (drinking) water to recycled water
for common area landscaping and median strips.
This move will save an estimated 6 million gallons
of water each year. The southern portion of the
corporate park has been using recycled water to
irrigate landscaping since 2006.
MST-Coombsville Area: A recycled water pipeline from Napa State Hospital to Skyline Park
was completed in August 2012. This is part of an
effort to bring recycled water to the water-short
Milliken-Sarco-Tulocay (MST) and Coombsville

Birds of the NSD Ponds

Future expansion of the NSD recycled water distribution
system could bring water to the MST area.

Cont’d from page 1

The water-cleaning processes in the wastewater
treatment plant are essentially the same as what
occurs naturally in a lake or stream. In the ponds,
the water undergoes natural purification processes,
resulting in clean water after about a month. A
treatment plant simply speeds up the natural water
purification process: the same water processed
through the treatment plant would be cleaned in
one day.

Find sewer rate
information,
job announcements,
education resources
and more!

The District has four ponds linked together by gate
valves, with a total area of 342 acres and a capacity
of about 665 million gallons. Water enters at Pond
1, slowly meandering through all four ponds until it
is completely cleaned and can be released into the
Napa River, after some additional processing in the
treatment plant.

www.
NapaSanitationDistrict
.com

In the ponds, bacteria use oxygen to metabolize the
solids and chemicals in the water and release carbon dioxide. Algae use the carbon dioxide released
by the bacteria as well as nutrients in the water to
grow, releasing oxygen back into the water. The
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water in the first pond is a greenish gray, turning
greener with algae in each successive pond. By the
time the water gets to the fourth pond, it looks a
lot like green pea soup. Algae are removed from
the water before it is released to the river.
Hundreds of ducks and geese nest at the ponds in
the spring, and thousands of birds, including pelicans, gulls, and migrating birds stay here in the winter. Commonly seen species include Snowy Egrets,
Great Blue Herons, Mallards, Northern Shovelers
and Canada Geese.
Because at times the District’s ponds are used to
store untreated wastewater, the ponds are closed
to the public. If you’re interested in birding at the
ponds, the Napa-Solano Audubon Society sometimes offers guided field trips. To find the schedule
of bird watching field trips, check out their website
at www.napasolanoaudubon.com. 

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com		

Kids’ Corner
Wastewater Word Hunt
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Find the following
wastewater words by
searching across and
down in the puzzle.
Biosolids
Clean
Health
Methane gas
Napa River
Pollution
Recycled water
Reuse
Sewer pipe
Sludge
Wastewater
Watershed

Updated Standard Specifications Available

apa Sanitation District’s Standard Specifications
spell out the requirements for all construction
work on the sewer system within the District’s service
area. The District’s jurisdiction covers the entire sewer
system from the point of connection with the building’s plumbing to the wastewater treatment plant.
The Standard Specifications have been updated
and go into effect in September 2012, and are
now available to download online at www.
NapaSanitationDistrict.com. For questions about
the Standard Specifications, please contact the NSD
Engineering Department at (707) 258-6000. 

Frying a turkey
for the holidays?
It’s easy for Napa residents to recycle
used cooking oil and grease and prevent
clogged drains. Simply bring it to the Napa
Reuse & Recycle Center located at 889
Devlin Road, open daily 8:30 am - 3:30 pm.

Remember: No fat, oils or
grease down the drain!
PipelineSpring
Fall 2012
TheThe
Pipeline
2011

No drugs
down the
drain!
Many people know that it’s
not safe to put unneeded
medications down the
drain or in the trash.
But what to do with them?
Clinic Ole accepts medications (NO controlled
substances) free of charge
at their Napa clinic.
Call the clinic or visit
www.clinicole.org to learn
the hours.
Clinic Ole
1141 Pear Tree Lane,Suite 100
(707) 254-1770
Another option for free
medication disposal is
the Hazardous Waste
Collection Facility. See
below for location & hours.
Hazardous Waste Collection
Facility
889 A Devlin Road
(800) 984-9661
Open every Friday & Saturday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Pharmaceuticals&Sharps
CollectionEvent
September 29  10am - 2pm
Queen of the Valley Medical Center
1000 Trancas Street, Napa

Medications (including controlled substances) and sharps will
be accepted FREE of charge.
• Remove medications from bottles (except liquids) and place in
sealable bag.
• Remove or cross out personal information on bottles.
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