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In the Swim: Pool Maintenance & Draining

t’s time to get your pool in shape for summer weather. Be sure
that you protect our local creeks and river at the same time!
Unbeknownst to many people, the copper found in many algaecides is toxic to aquatic life. Copper can also end up in pool water
from corroding copper pipes.
Lucky for you, there are some simple things you can do to maintain
your pool in sparkling condition without harming local waterways.
Maintain your pool to minimize copper by:
• Controlling algae without copper algaecides. Regular cleaning,
maintaining proper chlorine levels and good water filtration
and circulation can prevent algae problems.
• Don’t drain your pool to a street, gutter, or storm drain.
Instead, get a permit from Napa Sanitation District (707-2586000) and drain your pool safely and legally to the sanitary
sewer.
• Manage pH and water hardness to minimize corrosion of pipes.

the

If you already have an algae problem, all hope is not lost. Try these
simple techniques:
• Don’t wait before you act.
Heavy chlorination and
elbow grease can eliminate
algae.
• If chlorine and brushing
are not effective, consult
your local pool supply store
about non-copper algae
treatments for your particular situation.
• Ask your pool maintenance
service to resolve the problem without copper algaecides. 

Sewer Service... Not Garbage!
The Napa Sanitation District provides sewer service for our customers, but for garbage collection service or questions you need to call Napa Recycling & Waste Services at 707-255-5200.

Jill Techel, Chair

hair
ce C
e, Vi
c
u
L
k
r
Ma

Mark van Gorder, Director

Char
les Gr
avett, Director

ctor
n, Dire
amo
n
n
i
h
S
s
Charle

The Sewer Clean-Out is
Your BEST Friend!

L

et’s face it: your sewer system is something you’d really
rather not think about. And if you’re not thinking about it,
that’s a good thing, because it means your sewer must be
functioning properly. But some people take this just a little too far
by covering up or otherwise disguising their sewer clean-out. That
can lead to problems for the Napa Sanitation District (NSD) when
responding to a sewer back-up call, or when NSD crews are performing maintenance work in your neighborhood.

What is a sewer clean out? A sewer clean out is the pipe that
branches off your lateral line, which is the line that carries wastewater from your house to the sewer main in the street. The cleanout line rises from your lateral line to the ground surface to create
access for NSD’s maintenance crews to carry out sewer cleaning
and inspections.
Although sewer clean-outs serve an important function for your
sanitation district, many people cover them up by burying them
with dirt or lawn, covering them with gravel or landscaping material,
or even placing a potted plant on top.
It might not be the most attractive thing in your yard, but the sewer
clean-out is your best friend. DO NOT COVER IT UP. In the event of a
sewer back-up, it provides a point of relief so that the overflow hap-

Here’s an example of a sewer clean-out. Not very exciting, but so
VERY important. Your sewer clean out needs to be kept out in the
open in order to protect your home from sewer back-ups.

pens in the yard and NOT in your house. It also provides the access point
for NSD to clear a back-up in our lines.
If you want to locate your sewer clean out, check near the edge of your
property, next to the sidewalk if there is one. The clean-out is typically
covered with a cement lid that says “SEWER”. (see photo) Under that
lid is the capped pipe of the clean out. Don’t tighten the cap (also called
a gripper plug); it must sit loosely on top of the clean-out. That allows a
back up to escape at your property line rather than in the house. 

Day, night or weekends, if you’ve got a
problem with your drains, just call us first! If
the problem is in our portion of the sewer
line, we can save you the cost of a plumber.
However, if the problem is inside your house
or within your portion of the lateral line, a
call to the plumber will still be necessary.
When you call, our answering service will
take your name, address and
telephone number and an NSD
crewmember will call you back
or be on your doorstep in 30
minutes. Our services are free
of charge and could save
you a plumber’s fee.

ext. 9
Students from Pueblo
Vista prepare to install
plants at the Suscol Creek
restoration site.
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Creek Restoration:
The New Frontier

n early November 2011, a busload of third graders from Pueblo Vista
Elementary School arrived at Napa Sanitation District’s Somky Ranch.
Their objective? To install native plants along the banks of Suscol Creek,
as part of a restoration project spearheaded by the Napa Sanitation
District.
Napa Sanitation District isn’t normally in the creek restoration business.
But the District owns two ranch properties that are used for distribution of recycled water and biosolids, both bi-products of wastewater
treatment process. Suscol Creek flows through one of these properties,
the former Somky Ranch, which sprawls along the Napa River south of
Continued on page 3
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FOG (fats, oils and
grease) can cause
clogged sewer
lines, even if you
wash them down the drain
with hot water and soap:
when the water cools,
the FOG solidifies in your
pipes. A sewer backup
can ruin your day, and pollute nearby creeks or the
Napa River!
How to prevent this?
Scrape fat and grease into
the trash can. Call NSD at
(707)258-6000 to receive a
FREE grease scrapper.
Used cooking oil can be
recycled at the Hazardous
Waste Collection Facility.
The collected oil is used
to make biodiesel! See
www.NapaRecycling.com
for more details.

Find sewer rate
information, job
announcements,
education resources
and more!
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the sewer. They’re also able to store wastewater before discharging it, so the discharge
volume can be steady rather than fluctuating
between extremely high and low flows.
The industry standard is that it takes seven
gallons of water to produce one gallon of
wine. Within the first year of implementing
their efficiency measures, Bin to Bottle cut
that in half, down to 3.5 gallons. The ratio
of gallons of wine produced per gallons of
water used has continued to trend downward.

“We try to operate as efficiently as possible,” states John Wilkinson, Managing
Partner at Bin to Bottle. “We want to make
sure our discharge is as clean as possible.”

Kids’ Corner
Wastewater
Maze

Help the bath
water find its way
from the tub to
the wastewater
treatment plant
by following the
correct path
through the
pipes!

This means two things: reducing both
the amount of water discharged and the
strength of the waste, that is, how much
organic material it contains. To accomplish
this, Bin to Bottle promotes a culture of
water efficiency among its employees and
invests in more expensive equipment that
captures organic materials.
Examples of efficiency measures implemented at the winery include:

Creek Restoration

•

Suscol Creek is also home to steelhead trout and
provides important habitat for this threatened species. The reach of Suscol Creek running through
Somky Ranch was overgrown with Himalayan
Blackberry, an invasive non-native plant that chokes
out native vegetation and limits access to the creek
for both humans and wildlife.

Using squeegees/brooms to clean up
grape skins from the floor, rather than
hosing it down the drain.

•

Using low flow/high pressure barrel
washer systems and tank cleaning equipment.

•

Putting low flow heads on hoses that
use 4 gallons/minute (gpm) rather than
the standard 9 gpm.

A Bin to Bottle employee cleans up grape skins using
a squeegee and shovel rather than spraying it down
with water.

“We take water quality very seriously at Bin
to Bottle,” declares Wilkinson. “What we tell
our employees is that we don’t just make
wine here, we make water.” Bin to Bottle
stands out as a local business that is helping
to protect water resources and water quality. 

Bin to Bottle also runs their own treatment
system that utilizes bacteria to eat the waste
in their wastewater before it’s discharged to

Napa Valley

Building awareness &
inspiring change

      

Visit
the
NSD
website

W

ine making rules the day in Napa, but
it’s also an industry with big wastewater challenges. The organic material in typical winery waste – grape skins, sugars from
grape juice – can make the waste difficult to
treat. Bin to Bottle Winery, a business that
provides wine-making services to a number
of brands, goes the extra mile to ensure
that the wastewater they send to the Napa
Sanitation District meets the District’s standards.

Saturday, April 21, 2012
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Veteran’s Park - Downtown Napa

Exhibits
Food
Live entertainment
Beer & wine
Kids’ activities
Sponsored by the Napa Sanitation District
and many community partners!

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com		
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In spring 2011, a crew began removing the abundant and tenacious blackberry vines from the creek
banks. Native trees were carefully cut free of their
thorny cloak, and trash was pulled from the creek
bed. Once the blackberry vines had been beaten
into submission, an important step remained:
restoring the native plants that provide food and
shelter for wildlife, as well as protecting creek
banks from high water flows.
This is where the students from Pueblo Vista, an
environmental sciences magnet school, came into
the picture. “Our program is based on hands-on,
experiential learning,” affirms Steve Konakis, Lead
Teacher at Pueblo Vista. “This type of project gets
our students out there in the community, learning
about watersheds and how we can get involved in
making things better.”
Teams of students worked in areas where a colored flag told them which plant should be installed
there. Oaks, buckeyes and elderberry trees went
into the ground, along with native shrubs like
snowberry and coyote brush. The plants were pur-
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chased with a grant from the Napa County Wildlife
Conservation Commission.

Just because
it’s a liquid...
...doesn’t mean it should
go down the drain.
Household products like
paint, solvents and pesticides can wreak havoc
with processes at the
wastewater treatment
plant. To safely dispose of
these products, take them
to the Hazardous Waste
Collection Facility. See
www.NapaRecycling.com
for more details.
You can also learn about
recycling and safe disposal of batteries, fluorescent
light bulbs, electronics
and more!

After four hours, tired third graders piled back on
the bus. Many native plants were now in the ground,
and the Suscol Creek restoration project was well
underway. Would they do it again? “We want to come
back – this is the most fun field trip we’ve ever had!”
pronounced one student. Lucky for the students at
Vista 360º, Napa Sanitation District will implement
the second phase of this project this fall, with the
school again as a partner. 
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No FOG down
the
drain!

Bin to Bottle: Focussed on Clean Water

Eve and Harlean remind
mom that the toilet is
NOT a trash can: flush
only toilet paper in the
toilet.

Eve and Harlean are
Clean Water Heroes!
To become a Clean Water Hero,
visit www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com
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