Fall 2011

Celebrate clean water & a healthy community! You’re invited to our...

When: Saturday, Sept. 24, 2011
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Soscol Water Recycling Facility
1515 Soscol Ferry Road, Napa

Treatment Plant Tours • Fun For Kids
Large Equipment Demos • Visit The Water Quality Lab
Bird Watching On The Ponds • Free Refreshments
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Of Siphons & Sewers

Bring your mercury thermometer and exchange it for a FREE Digital Thermometer!
Sewage... Not Garbage!

Inverted siphon: This diagram shows the type of siphon used to carry wastewater through a pipe under the Napa River
and other local creeks. NSD’s Napa River siphon was completed in 2007.

The Napa Sanitation District provides sewer service for our customers, but for garbage collection
service or questions you need to call Napa Recycling & Waste Services at 707-255-5200

Have you ever used a siphon to drain your fish tank? If so,
then you’ve taken advantage of a natural and extremely simple machine that is also used in large engineering projects.
Siphons come in handy for transporting wastewater under
obstacles like waterways or buried utility lines. It works like
this:

structure while also saving energy. In order to transport
wastewater under the Napa River on its way to the treatment
plant, the District had to operate two pump stations which
required a lot of maintenance and electricity.
- continued on page 3

A typical siphon is a tube or pipe through which a liquid can
be moved from a higher to a lower level, by atmospheric
pressure forcing it up the shorter leg while the weight of the
liquid in the longer down leg causes continuous downward
flow. An inverted siphon, the mirror image of this, is common
in sewage pipelines that must dip down to go under a waterway or some other obstacle and then rise again on the other
side.

Day, night or weekends, if you’ve got a
problem with your drains, just call us first!
If the problem is in our portion of the sewer
line, we can save you the cost of a plumber.
However, if the problem is inside your house
or within your portion of the lateral line, a
call to the plumber will still be necessary.
When you call, our answering service will
take your name, address and
telephone number and an NSD
crewmember will call you back
or be on your doorstep in 30
minutes. Our services are free
of charge and could save
you a plumber’s fee.

258-6000 ext. 9

How does NSD use siphons?
The Napa Sanitation District uses siphons in its sewer system to move wastewater through pipes under creeks, utilities
and even the Napa River. In these situations, it’s not possible
to run a pipe through or above the obstacle and the siphon
saves the day.

Call Us First

Most of the District’s siphons are made up of two pipes: one
that carries constant everyday flow, and one to carry higher
flows or to be used when the siphon pipes must be cleaned.
North Napa Bypass Sewer
and Siphon Project
One NSD sewer siphon project stands out as a shining
example of an engineering effort that created lasting infra-

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

Therese scrapes grease into the garbage can, NOT
the drain. This prevents clogged pipes and messy
sewage overflows. Therese is our hero!
Working
together
the Hero
engineering
firm Winzler & Kelly,
To become
a Cleanwith
Water
visit NapaSanitationDistrict.com
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Collections Department

Napa Sanitation District
935 Hartle Court
Napa, CA 94559
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Wastewater
vs. Stormwater:

No Drugs Down the Drain!

what
difference
does it
make?
Water runs down the sink in
your house after you wash
dishes, and water runs
down your driveway to the
gutter when you wash your
car. It all ends up in the
same place, right?
Wrong! Water that goes
down the drain inside your
house flows to the Napa
Sanitation District’s wastewater treatment plant,
where it is cleaned before
being released to the Napa
River or reused as recycled
water. Water that runs into
the gutter and through a
storm drain flows to the
Napa River without being
treated.
Whether it’s wastewater or
stormwater, preventing
pollution from getting into
the water is important.
To learn more about
pollution prevention visit:
Napa Sanitation District:
NapaSanitationDistrict.com
Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Program:
countyofnapa.org/
Stormwater/

CLINIC OLE
Clinic Ole accepts unneeded medications (NO controlled substances) free
of charge at each of their three clinic
locations. Call the clinic or visit www.
clinicole.org to learn clinic hours.

CLINIC OLE
Napa
Not long ago, conventional wisdom was that
the best way to dispose of medications that
were expired or unneeded was to flush them
down the toilet. But then studies began to
show that pharmaceuticals were showing up in
our waterways, harming aquatic life and potentially humans.
The next solution: throwing away unneeded
medications in the trash. This option also
has strong drawbacks, as medications in the
trash can fall into the wrong hands. What is a
responsible citizen to do?
Luckily in Napa we have a few options for
safely disposing of unneeded medications.
Check the listings in the next column to find a
disposal location convenient for you!

CLINIC OLE
St Helena

661 Main St. • 963-0931

CLINIC OLE
Calistoga

911 Washington St. • 709-2308

HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION FACILITY
American Canyon

889A Devlin Rd, 800-984-9661
Every Fri. & Sat., 9 to 4
No appointment needed – free of charge.

MedicationCollectionDay
October 29th • 9am - 2pm
Queen of the Valley Medical Center
1000 Trancas Street, Napa
Medications (including controlled substances) and sharps will be accepted free of charge.

NSD Wins CASA Award
Napa Sanitation District was the recipient
of a 2011 Organizational Excellence Award
from the California Association of Sanitation
Agencies (CASA). How did the District meet
the criteria of excellence in “strategies that
promote organizational sustainability, effective financial management, productivity, cost
reductions” in order to receive this honor?
“The District recently developed a
Performance Measurement process to assess
key attributes of our organization,” states Jeff
Tucker, Chief Financial Officer. “This process
helped us determine what we are doing well,
and also identify areas where we could work
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1141 Pear Tree Ln., Ste. 100
(707) 254-1770

on improvement.” The CASA award recognizes both of these components: successful
management and also the ability to identify
deficiencies and focus management efforts
there.
The District was presented with
the Organizational Excellence
Award at the CASA
annual conference in
San Diego in August. A
copy of the Performance
Measurement Report
can be viewed at www.
NapaSanitationDistrict.com.

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

Disconnect Your Downspouts
To solve drainage problems on their
property, property owners sometimes connect their downspouts
and sump pumps to the sanitary
sewer. This may solve the problem
on their property,but it creates a
big problem for their neighbors and
the Napa Sanitation District. All that
extra rainwater overwhelms the
sewage system during a rainstorm,
resulting in overflows that cause
raw sewage to run into streets and
creeks. Not only does connecting your downspouts to the sewer
create a human health hazard, it’s
illegal!
Check to make sure your downspouts are draining to your yard or the gutter, never to the sewer! Here are some of
the possibilities for keeping rainwater out of
the sewer while protecting and enhancing
your property.

• Direct your downspout into a rain garden.
A rain garden is a shallow depression that
collects rainwater and is often planted with
native plants.
• Install a rain barrel under your downspout
to capture water for use when it’s dry.

• Direct your sump pump or downspout to
the gutter or a landscaped area where
water can soak into the soil.

• Not sure if your downspouts are connected to the sewer? Call NSD at 258-6000
and we’ll check it free of charge.

Of Siphons & Sewers
NSD designed an inverted siphon in a
72-inch casing tunneled under the Napa
River. The upstream side of the siphon is a
38-ft vertical drop that provides the pressure to push the wastewater through the
pipe under the river and up the other side.
This design eliminated the need for the
two pump stations and also allowed relocation of sewer mains that conflicted with
the County’s regional flood control project
along the Napa River.

Continued from page 1

over 50,000 pounds/year of greenhouse
gases. “This is a great project,” enthuses
General Manager Tim Healy. “It solves
the problem of moving the wastewater
under the river, saves energy and reduces
maintenance costs – a truly sustainable
project.”
The District was recognized for this effort
with a 2009 award from the American
Council of Engineering Companies.

This project resulted in a reduction of
110,000 kWh/year of power usage and

Visit the NSD website at
www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

It’s the perfect place to learn about the Napa Sanitation District and its many resources.

The Pipeline Fall 2011

Mercury
Madness

Do you have an oldfashioned mercury
thermometer lurking in
your medicine cabinet?
Mercury is a toxic
pollutant with serious
health consequences,
and people are most
commonly exposed to
mercury by way of
broken thermometers.
Mercury from broken
thermometers often gets
washed down the drain
but does not get removed
in the wastewater treatment process. Protect
your family’s health and
the environment!
Bring your mercury
thermometer to the
Napa Sanitation District
and exchange it for
a FREE digital
thermometer.
Call 258-6000
for more
information.
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