Fall 2010

Keep Your
Drains Happy
It’s Saturday morning and you’ve just finished frying the bacon. Wouldn’t it be easy
just to wash that sizzling fat down the drain?
No! Pouring fats, oil or grease (FOG) down
the drain can clog sewer pipes and cause backups. Even with soap and hot water, the grease
still builds up inside sewer lines.
Luckily, there are some simple tricks for dealing
with FOG. These easy steps can protect your sewer
pipes and home, and keep sewage overflows from
harming local waterways.

NO FOG

The Pipeline

the

• Never pour fats, oil or grease
down the drain.
• Don’t put fatty food scraps down the
garbage disposal.
• Collect fats and grease in a can
and dispose in the garbage.
• Take used cooking oil (fat & grease
can go too) to the Hazardous Waste
Collection Facility or Devlin Road Reuse
& Recycle Center. This service is FREE.
• Dry wipe pots and pans containing
grease with paper towels
before washing.
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Join us to celebrate 65 years of
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NSD Celebrates 65 Years
of Community Service

• Scrape food scraps into the garbage.

Sewage... Not Garbage!
The Napa Sanitation District provides sewer service for our customers, but for garbage collection
service or questions you need to call Napa Recycling & Waste Services at 707-255-5200

When: Sat., October 16, 2010
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Soscol Water Recycling Facility
1515 Soscol Ferry Road, Napa

The Open House will feature:
• Tours of our advanced treatment facility
• Fun activities for kids • Free refreshments
• How the “TV truck” keeps sewer lines clear
• Bird watching at the treatment ponds
Plus information on community organizations that
are working to protect water quality and the Napa
River watershed. Fun for the whole family!

For more information call 258-6000, or visit our
website at www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com.

Napa Sanitation District

When raw sewage flows into a waterway, bacteria naturally begin
to consume the waste and break it down, at the same time consuming oxygen. Trouble begins when the amount of sewage discharged
is so great that the bacteria deplete the oxygen, and fish and other
aquatic organisms can’t survive.
During that summer of 1945, sewage in the Napa River reduced
the oxygen content to a lethal level, resulting in a massive fish kill.
The smell of decaying fish and sewage in the - continued on page 2

Invites Public to Open House

On October 16, 2010, the Napa Sanitation District will celebrate
its 65 years of service with an open house at the Soscol Water
Recycling Facility. The event, which runs from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m., will offer tours of the treatment plant, activities for
kids, free refreshments, bird watching at the treatment ponds,
demonstrations of District equipment and information on how
residents can help protect water quality and the Napa River.

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

Back in the summer of 1945, life was good in the Napa Valley.
The population of the City of Napa had grown during the years of
World War II, as workers from local shipyards settled in the valley. All of these new residents relied on the original sewage collection system, which carried both sewage and rainwater directly to
the Napa River without treatment.

“The Napa community is not only our customer, but also
our partner in protecting water quality,” points out Michael
Abramson, the District’s General Manager. “What people send
down the drain, or rather what they prevent from going down the
drain, can go a long way in protecting the river and ultimately
the Bay.”

935 Hartle Court • 258-6000

Day, night, weekends or whenever, if
you’ve got a problem with your drains
just call us first. For any type of drainrelated problem, question or emergency, call us before you call the
plumber. Our answering service
will take your name, address and
telephone number, and a member
of our crew will call you back
or be on your doorstep within
30 minutes. Our services
are free of charge, and
could save you a
plumber’s fee.

258-6000 ext. 9

258600
ext. 0
9

Collections Department

Call Us First
Napa Sanitation District
935 Hartle Court
Napa, CA 94559

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com
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MedicationCollection

Drop-Off
Locations
& Hours:
NAPA
Clinic Ole

1141 Pear Tree Ln.,
Ste. 100
(707) 254-1770
Hours:
Mon. – Fri.: 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday: 8 am - 4 pm

St. Helena
Clinic Ole

661 Main St.
(707) 963-0931
Hours:
Mon/Tues/Fri: 8 am - 5 pm
Thurs.: Noon – 8 pm

Calistoga
Clinic Ole

911 Washington St.
(707) 709-2308
Hours:
Monday: Noon – 8 pm
Thurs./Fri.: 8 am – 4 pm

Medication Collection Protects
Water Quality

Sewer Pipeline Project Protects the Public,
Minimizes Impact

Collaboration between Leadership Napa
Valley, Clinic Ole and the Napa Sanitation
District will result in safer water in the Napa
River and the San Francisco Bay. Beginning
in August 2010, community members are
now able to drop off unneeded or outdated
medications at Clinic Ole locations in Napa,
St. Helena and Calistoga during regular business hours.

Although it’s out of sight and so often
out of mind, the Napa Sanitation
District’s sewer pipe system needs
constant maintenance to keep it functioning. The District’s Engineering
Department stays ahead of the game
with a Capital Improvement Plan that
provides the blueprint for maintaining
the 251 miles of sewer pipes managed
by the District.

By disposing of these drugs properly, antibiotics, hormones and other pharmaceuticals
will stay out of the Napa River and the Bay,
and out of the fish, plants and wildlife that
depend on these water bodies. Leadership
Napa Valley (LNV), an organization that
provides training for participants to spearhead
projects that improve life in the Napa Valley,
was instrumental in getting this project off the
ground.

Clinic Ole will provide three locations for
the drug take-back program. NSD provided
funding for the drop-off containers. Santen
Pharmaceutical Company, which operates a
local facility in Napa, also contributed financial support.
See drop-off locations and hours to the left in
the side bar.

LNV partnered with Clinic Ole, which
operates three clinics in the Napa Valley.

“The purpose of this project is to rehabilitate
old, dilapidated sanitary sewer mains and
street laterals that allow groundwater to seep
into the sewer system,” says Brian Thomas,
the District’s Capital Program Manager. “This
groundwater infiltration can overload the
downstream sewer collection system and cause
raw sewage spills during storm events”
Many of the pipes slated for rehabilitation
are also infested with roots that can plug the
lines. While the District’s routine maintenance program periodically removes roots

and plugs, rehabilitation projects like this one
will provide a long term solution. “This sewer
improvement project will reduce the chance of
sewage spills, which protects public health and
water quality,” points out Thomas.
Rehabilitation of existing sewer mains and
laterals in the Upper Alphabet and Stonecrest
areas will primarily be accomplished by
trenchless methods, resulting in minimal disruption to homes and roadways. This project,
which should be completed by November
2010, is just another way the District is working to improve the sewer system while minimizing public impact.

NSD Achieves Six Years Accident-Free

NSD Celebrates 65 Years

Continued from page 1

river convinced the community that something had to be done.

the Napa Sanitation District, and the clean up
process began.

The degraded condition of the river and associated health threats galvanized community
support, and the issue of forming a sanitation
district was placed on the November 1945
ballot.

In the past 65 years, the District has evolved
into an agency that serves a population of
over 80,000 people in an area of 21 square
miles. The original wastewater treatment
plant that provided only simple primary treatment (screening and removal of solids) has
been replaced by the state-of-the-art Soscol
Water Recycling Facility (SWRF) that can
treat up to 15 million gallons of wastewater
each day. Recycled water created at SWRF is
used for crop and landscaping irrigation,
saving millions of gallons of drinking water.

An editorial in The Napa Journal spoke out
in favor of the issue and proclaimed that
“Upon the outcome of this election will rest
the future of the Napa River as a thing of
beauty – or as a stink hole of filth.” Voters
overwhelmingly approved the formation of
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During summer 2010, the District
initiated a maintenance project in the
Upper Alphabet and Stonecrest neighborhoods. The Upper Alphabet neighborhood project will repair mains in
portions of B, D, E and F Streets and
neighboring blocks.

The message of the medication collection
program: don’t flush drugs down the toilet.
“Even state of the art wastewater treatment
systems are not designed to remove pharmaceuticals from the water,” points out Sharleen
Maglione, Wastewater Treatment Plant
Manager for the District.

Preparing
for Rain

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com		

In May 2010, staff at the Napa Sanitation
District (NSD) passed the milestone of six
years without lost staff time due to on-the-job
accidents. That’s an impressive safety record
for an agency that operates large equipment,
handles potentially dangerous chemicals and
at times requires staff to work in confined
spaces.
Towards this accident-free goal, NSD maintains a regular safety training schedule and
enforces safety standards. Not only is this
safety record good news for employees, it’s

Check to make sure your
downspouts are draining
to your yard or the gutter,
never to the sewer. Here are
some of the possibilities for
keeping rainwater out of the
sewer while protecting and
enhancing your property.
• Direct your downspout to
a lawn or landscaped area,
where water can soak into
the soil.

also good news for our rate payers: this type
of safety achievement helps keep District
insurance costs down.

Visit the NSD website at
www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

It’s the perfect place to learn about the Napa Sanitation District and its many resources.

The Pipeline Fall 2010

As we head into the rainy
season, it’s a good time to
consider the drainage on
your property. Napa gets
about 24 inches of rain a
year, and most of that falls
in short storms with heavy
rainfall. If the downspouts
from your roof are connected
to the sanitary sewer, that
extra rainwater during storms
can overwhelm the sewage
system. The resulting overflows cause raw sewage to
run into streets and flow to
creeks and the Napa River.
This creates a health hazard
for humans and wildlife alike.
Plus connecting your downspouts to the sewer is illegal!

• Direct your downspout into
a rain garden. A rain garden is a shallow depression
that collects rainwater and
is often planted with native
plants.
• Install a rain barrel under
your downspout to capture
water for use when it’s dry.
• Connect your downspouts
to the storm drain.
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